
Looking back on Term 2
It has been yet another eventful Term! We once again endured another lockdown in June and would like to thank all 
parents, carers, staff for the support and encouragement of the students. As Term 2 ends, we wish everyone a safe 
and happy holiday.

Important dates:

12th July: Term 3 Begins

Karen Huynh – The Falcon Editor 

Southern Melbourne Reading 
Community of Practice

Lyndale Secondary College has been involved in the Southern Melbourne Effective Approaches to Teaching English 
since its inception in 2018. The Director of Whole School Literacy and the Years 7-10 English Team Leaders took part 
in the initial professional learning focussed on effective reading strategies and then from 2019 they actively 
participated in all phases of the Communities of Practice project. Our focus has been on: 

• Developing metacognitive readers

• Assessing Deep Reading about Thinking

Participation in the Southern Melbourne Reading COP alongside our work with Consultant Nicole Marie has been 
instrumental in shaping our college literacy vision. This has resulted in the implementation of:

• 2019: Learning activities that engage readers in metacognitive and effective reading comprehension strategies 
through our CARS & STARS program at Year 7

• 2020: Designing and implementing reading pre-assessments across Years 7-10 English units. Our work also 
involved the English Professional Learning Teams developing protocols for analysing student assessment data 
so that they could identify and address class and cohort learning needs

This year our three years of professional learning has culminated into the design and implementation of a new 
literacy subject (Read, Think, Succeed) at years 7-10. The decision to increase the literacy instruction time at years 7-
10 reflects the commitment our college has to addressing the literacy needs of our students.  This literacy subject 
focusses exclusively on effective reading instruction and enhancing reader engagement for all our students through 
an exciting Independent reading approach. Our aim is to develop self-regulating learners through fostering student 
voice and student agency in the context of reading. Students use their Reader’s Notebook to record their thinking 
about reading activities, to set reading goals and monitor their progress. Developing a love of reading for all our 
students is our mission at Lyndale Secondary. While our hard work has already been realised through improved 
literacy outcomes, it has been our committed and passionate teachers who have been relentless in sending a strong 
message to all our students and parents that being competent and engaged readers is a vital ingredient for academic 
success. 

Kalli Ioannou-Booth – Director of Whole School Literacy 1



Literacy Club semester one wrap up
The Literacy Club has been super active organising events and competitions throughout semester 1. The 
club is run by students for students and meets once a week in the Library during Tuesday lunchtime. 
New members are always welcome! The aim is to promote reading and writing. Reading for pleasure, 
sharing book recommendations, writing short stories and developing literacy in a fun and educational 
way through competitions and school events.

The club is lead by our two dynamic Senior Literacy College Captains Sitara Abeysinghe Herath 12A and 
Danya Daoud 10B and our fabulous Middle School Literacy Captains Maryam Reza 9A, Freshta Rizaee
9D and Aruzou Alizadah 9D as well as our leaders Zaryab Baig 10A and Yatinjot Kaur Sivia 10E. The 
club supports the Library program throughout the year focusing on important themes relevant to our 
community and the capabilities taught in the Victorian curriculum, such as developing critical and 
creative thinking, ethics, intercultural appreciation and developing strong and robust personal and social 
strengths. 

During term 1 we celebrated the Romance genre with our annual love letter writing event for 
Valentine’s day. We were totally overwhelmed by the response from the College community. All of the 
letters were delivered to their recipients by the club members. This is always such a ‘feel good’ event 
and a positive way to start the school year! We then celebrated International Women’s day in March 
and focused on inspirational women past and present and organised a KAHOOT competition based on 
some selected inspirational women which was a lot of fun. 

Term 2 began with a focus on historical fiction and non-fiction and ANZAC Day. The club members 
crotched beautiful remembrance poppies to commemorate everyone who paid the ultimate sacrifice to 
protect our freedom. These were displayed in the Library with heartfelt messages of thanks giving. 
These notes were then passed onto the Noble Park RSL which were greatly appreciated. 
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Literacy Club semester one wrap up

Mother’s Day was also celebrated in May and the students were given the opportunity to write a 
message to Mum and share it with the community. The next theme for May was adventures in space 
and time. Students were given the opportunity to create an artwork focusing on this theme. All of the 
artworks can be seen displayed in the Library art space. Special thanks to Ms Camenzuli and Ms Seaton
for getting behind this activity. There are so many talented artists at our school. The club also organized 
a short story competition based on this theme. The winning story was written by Joann Jackson 7C and 
the runner up Liv Hutchins 7C. Congratulations to both girls for their efforts and writing skills. Both 
stories have been pinned up in the Library for you to read. We are finishing off term 2 celebrating our 
rich cultural diversity based on the theme- refugees, immigration, migration, human rights and social 
justice. Students and staff have been given the opportunity to share their stories about ‘Where did I 
come from?’ as well as participating in a KAHOOT competition based on influential Australian refugees. 

The Club is busy starting to organize activities for next term, beginning with NAIDOC WEEK and the 
Tokyo Olympic games. Followed by Book Week and our guest Author James Phelan and our Write a 
Book in a day event. So much to look forward too! 

Angela Boundy – Teacher Librarian 
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Lyndale Alumni News

Noble Park’s Zathia Bazeer awarded 

$10K prestigious JNI journalism fellowship
Macleay College journalism student, Zathia Bazeer was awarded a Judith Neilson Institute (JNI)  Opportunity 
Fellowship at last night’s Walkley’s Mid-Year Celebration of Journalism. 

The JNI Opportunity Fellowships give talented early-career journalists the chance to work in a newsroom, build 
connections, and undertake reporting with the support and guidance of experienced journalists. Recipients also 
receive $10,000 to cover expenses for the duration of the fellowship.

Bazeer, who graduated from Lyndale Secondary College, will travel from her home in Noble Park, Melbourne to 
Brisbane, where she will spend 12 weeks interning with 10 News First and The Courier-Mail. 

“This is a career-making opportunity for me,” said Bazeer. “This fellowship will help me build connections and 
broaden my network. I’m looking forward to getting some real experience with the news teams at 10 News First
and The Courier-Mail.” 

Bazeer’s skills and determination ensured her place on the judges’ shortlist. “Zathia’s passion for storytelling and 
commitment to gaining experience were standout attributes for the judges,” said 10 News First Executive 
Producer, Holly Green.  “I walked away from interviewing Zathia thinking she will be able to teach us just as much 
as we’ll be able to teach her”.

The 24-year-old’s interest in journalism was sparked after interning at the Yarra Reporter Information Exchange. “I 
loved covering the local events and stories and realised that journalism was the career for me,” said Bazeer. 

This passion for storytelling saw Bazeer enrol in Macleay College’s Diploma of Journalism course in 2018 and 
subsequently thrive in the hands-on learning environment. “I really loved my journalism course, it was so different 
to university. The class sizes were small and lessons were so practical. We learned in a newsroom environment not 
a lecture hall, and were taught by journalists working in the industry. Assignments felt like you were really 
practising journalism, not just doing coursework.” 
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Lyndale Alumni News

Set to graduate after completing her internship, Bazeer has her eye on a career as a news producer and presenter. 
“I feel that journalism can have a genuine impact and really change lives. There are changes I’d like to see in the 
world, and changes I’d like to see in journalism. I want to be part of driving that change.”  

In the meantime, Bazeer is looking forward to 12 weeks in the Sunshine State once Covid-19 restrictions are lifted. 
“I’m just happy to be able to get out of Melbourne for a while,” she joked. 

Written by Catherine Milne – Associate Director at Macleay College

CSEF Message to Parents
To Parents/Guardian,

CSEF (Camps, Sports and Excursion Fund)

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Department has extended the closing date of CSEF application submission.  
If you are eligible to receive CSEF and have yet applied, please submit your application by Friday 6 August.
The CSEF helps eligible families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.
Parents who have a valid Centrelink card (Health Care card or Pensioner Concession card), as well as temporary 
foster parents are eligible to apply. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee 
families.

The card must be valid on either: 
• the first day of Term 1 (Wednesday 27 January 2021)
• the first day of Term 2 (Monday 19 April 2021)
• the first day of Term 3 (Monday 12 July 2021).

If you have any queries or require further information, please contact Bonnie Ly on 9795 2366.
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Sport Aircraft Association of 
Australia Plane Project Term 2 Update

Well, it is week 3 of Term 2 and work on the aeroplane wing has started again and we thought we should keep you in 
the loop.  The wing has started to really look like a wing.  It does not look like a skeleton but a silver shiny aeroplane
wing.  Ibraham and Jake are working really hard with Tavleen and Harshmeet to finish the riveting while Ray, Rod and 
Brian are watching and guiding us through the build. Today was really exciting because the flaperon was test fitted 
and the wingtip was added on.   we During the second term back at school we began finishing off riveting the wing 
skin and the mentor (Rod), and 3 other students (Harshmeet, Sophea and Destinee) started to install the light on the 
wingtip. The following week, 4 students (Ibraham, Jake, Destinee, Tavleen) started to cleeko the ends of the wing and 
prepare it for riveting the following lesson. We have made extensive in the building of the wing, and we are looking 
forward to achieving the final result and hope you just as excited as we are. 

Please feel free to look at the photos provide as a reference to our progress.

LSC Build Team – Written by Destinee Havilitama (9D) 
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Exciting Initiatives for 2021
The first semester of 2021 has seen some exciting opportunities and initiatives to extend student 
engagement and learning outside the classroom.

A group of Year 8 students, as an extension to their Business and Economics learning sequence in 
Humanities, have established the Lyndale Foundation. The Foundation will involve collection, packaging and 
distribution of stationery supplies to local families in need of support. In first semester the students 
developed their business plan and model, identified required items and drafted a campaign to request 
donations from teachers, stationery suppliers and current students. In semester two they will design and 
produce appropriate packaging using recycled cardboard. They will also launch their promotion campaign, 
collect relevant stationery materials, pack and distribute the stationery packs.

The Minecraft e-Sports club for girls in Years 7-9 is up and running again. This year the girls will reconnect 
with Newlands College in New Zealand and will be joined by a secondary college from Tasmania. The format 
will be the same as in 2020. The student teams from each of the schools will meet online to collaborate in 
design and development of e-Sports games that will form the basis of the International Girls e-Sports League 
annual tournament that will take place around November. This project provides a fantastic opportunity for 
the girls to work collaboratively as a team at school, as well as connecting and collaborating with students 
from other schools to ultimately design, produce and host an international inter-school online competition.

Paige Roden (Year 8) and Zaryab Baig (Year 10) are student representatives on a Department of Education 
steering committee providing input into development of a Skills E-cademy due to be launched in Victoria in 
Term 3 of this year. Lyndale will be one of ten schools to take part in the pilot program. The Skills E-cademy
will involve teams of students in Years 8-10 using platforms such as Minecraft, Unity and Fortnite Creative to 
design and develop programs and/or games in response to a client brief. The teams will be working closely 
with industry mentors from game development, innovation and enterprise industries (such as Blockworks), 
and selected products will be taken through to actual release. The project is designed to broaden the student 
view of career possibilities and offer industry level experiences to support creative career choices. The 
project will introduce cross curricular relationships, particularly in English, Humanities, Digital Technology, 
Design Technology and Arts and includes a design competition, project for good and marketplace project 
focussing on interactive and multimedia projects.

Rhonda and Elaine Radford, Year 11, have each received a scholarship to become part of the Young 
Indigenous Women’s STEM Academy through CSIRO. The Academy provides them with targeted, long-term 
support through their VCE and university studies. The College were pleased to support the girls through the 
application process at the end of 2020 and congratulate them on their selection from a very competitive pool 
of applicants.

Julie Snowden – Humanities Teacher
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IDAHOBIT DAY 

Monday the 17th of May was IDAHOBIT Day, the 
International Day against Homophobia, 
Biphobia, Intersexism and Transphobia. On 
IDAHOBIT Day we celebrate the LGBTIQA+ 
community and take a stand against bullying 
and discrimination. At Lyndale Secondary 
College we proudly celebrate the diversity of 
our school community and we are committed 
to creating a safe, inclusive and respectful 
environment for everyone. 

To celebrate IDAHOBIT Day, the Student 
Wellbeing Team held a morning tea that was 
attended by students across all year levels. We 
had a range of promotional materials from Safe 
Schools and Minus 18 available for students and 
staff, including rainbow lanyards and pins that 
were particularly popular! It was great to see so 
many students come together to actively show 
their support for the key messages of IDAHOBIT 
Day. We are looking forward to celebrating 
Wear it Purple Day later on this year.

For more information about IDAHOBIT Day and 
how we can all help to create a culture where 
everyone feels safe please visit: 
https://www.idahobit.org.au/

Minus 18 are champions for LGBTIQA+ young 
people, working to build a community where all 
young people feel safe, supported and 
empowered. For more information about Minus 
18 please visit: https://www.minus18.org.au/

Mental Health and Wellbeing

Having good mental health, or being mentally 
healthy, is more than just the absence of 
illness; it’s a state of overall wellbeing. The 
World Health Organization defines mental 
health as “a state of well-being in which every 
individual realises his or her own potential, 
can cope with the normal stresses of life, can 
work productively and fruitfully, and is able to 
make a contribution to her or his community.”

We know that the recent lockdown in Victoria 
was a particularly challenging time for many 
people in our community. Physical distancing, 
isolation and changes to the way we work and 
learn can make us feel anxious, stressed and 
worried. Being aware of how you’re feeling 
and knowing what you can do to look after 
your mental wellbeing (otherwise known as 
‘self-care’) is an important part of staying 
healthy during this challenging time.

Everyone is different and there is no single 
best approach for improving or staying 
mentally well, however, recent evidence 
suggests there are five main ways you can play 
an active role towards improving, protecting 
and maintaining your wellbeing. ‘The Five 
Ways to Wellbeing’ focuses on practical 
actions to improve wellbeing.  We hope that 
you find some of the following ideas helpful in 
supporting your mental health. 
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News from the 
Student Wellbeing 

Team

If you are needing further support, Beyond Blue’s Coronavirus Mental Wellbeing Support Service 
is available to everyone, no matter your situation.  Trained counsellors are available 24/7 for 
support. Please call 1800 512 348 to speak with a counsellor.

Support for young people is also available through eheadsapce and Kids Helpline: 

• eheadspace is open from 9am – 1am, 7 days a week for a 1-on-1 chat. Call 1800 650 890 or 
visit eheadspace to find out more. 

• Qualified counsellors are available 24/7 through Kids Helpline. Young people can call or 
chat via WebChat or email. Call 1800 55 1800 or visit Kids Helpline

Source: https://5waystowellbeing.org.au/

Alanna Mc Cormack – School Nurse 

https://headspace.org.au/eheadspace/connect-with-a-clinician/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://5waystowellbeing.org.au/
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Unit 3 VCE Revision Program
SWOT Week is a not-for-profit VCE revision program where high-achieving past graduates provide quality 
VCE revision to high school students. Proudly sponsored by the University of Melbourne’s Faculty of 
Medicine, Dentistry and Health Sciences (MDHS), our mission to combat educational inequity has been 
met with 22 years of success. The highly positive feedback each year echo the sentiments of those who 
have benefitted from this program. 

This year, students from Lyndale Secondary College are invited to participate. 

Details are as follows: Date 

Monday 28th June - Friday 2nd July, 2021 

Time 

Please check the timetable link for scheduled classes (or go to bit.ly/MidYearSWOTWeekTimetable2021) 

Location 

Off-campus (online); Zoom 

Price 

FREE! 

Subjects offered at Units 3/4: 

English, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Psychology, Further Maths, Maths Methods, Specialist Maths, and 
LOTE (Chinese SL, Indonesian SL, Japanese SL, German, and French) 

Over the entire week, different subjects will be running comprehensive 90-150 minute workshops based on 
the VCAA Unit 3 curriculum. Students will also have the opportunity to attend Q&A sessions run by current 
Uni Melb students, covering study skills and Science/Biomedicine degrees. 

For more information, see the timetable link and FAQ link (or go to bit.ly/MidYearSWOTWeek2021FAQs). 

For students wishing to register for multiple classes, please be wary of scheduled times when registering to 
avoid class clashes. 



Literacy and Numeracy
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Numeracy Puzzle Answer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5LurYSJ_s5M&t=9s&ab_channel=MashupMath


15

Have you seen the  Pi Day 
chain?

To acknowledge the participation from our 
college students on Pi day in Term 1, the Pi 
day chain was displayed around the STEM 
building. This was a fun activity and each 
colour represents a digit from Pi. 

We hope to add on to the pi chain next year 
and for many more years to come. Let’s see 
how long we can make a pi chain!   

Yatinjot Kaur Sivia (10E) – STEM Captain

Student Numeracy Videos
Lyndale Secondary College aims to be at the 
forefront of schools building students’ numeracy 
skills, essential for dealing with aspects of daily 
life. Students of 7C Numeracy class have been 
busy this term making videos to educate our 
College community about numeracy and its use 
in everyday life. This initiative follows on from 
the series of Teacher numeracy videos produced 
and shared last year during COVID-19 lockdown, 
which were designed to acknowledge and 
support parent’s numeracy skill base in 
discussing aspects of numeracy in daily life with 
their children. This project is aptly 
named, ‘Lyndale SC students count!’

Students have selected their own topic and 
worked in small groups to:Brainstorm ideas for 
an area of numeracy used in a typical situation

•Write a script for all participating team 
members

•Record and produce a video for sharing across 
the College community

Each week, a new video will be uploaded the 
Lyndale Maths Channel on You Tube.
We hope you enjoy these practical and 
educational numeracy snippets.

Merrin Girolami – Learning Specialist 



16



Thank you to Bunseam Kheang (9C) for 
sharing your beautiful handmade friendship 
bracelet.

stuDIED: The title speaks for itself, I mean 
doing a VCE subject and juggling CATS and 
personal time is no easy task. I can't imagine 
what year 11 will be like. I'm honestly in a 
relationship with procrastination but, your girl 
is still vibing. To all those in highschool: Don’t 
procrastinate. Manage your time appropriately 
and do not take time for granted, because you 
will pay with all nighters. 😞😞

Victoria Ly (10D)

Thank you to Natasha Papachristos (8B) who 
also shared some of her lovely colouring 
pages. 

The first 10 students to submit an article or photo for the 
newsletter gets a gift! Submit your article using the link 
below:
https://forms.office.com/r/Dd6BJmvc1y
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What activities did you do during lockdown?

https://forms.office.com/r/Dd6BJmvc1y


Thank you to Varooniha Rajeshkumar (7C) who documented her activities during lockdown 
in a Powerpoint Presentation!

Click to download the original Powerpoint

The first 10 students to submit an article or photo for the 
newsletter gets a gift! Submit your article using the link 
below:
https://forms.office.com/r/Dd6BJmvc1y
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What activities did you do during lockdown?

https://forms.office.com/r/Dd6BJmvc1y


What is your favourite place 
in Melbourne?

Melbourne Central - Mustafa Abdulraoof (9C) 

Scienceworks – Ruwan Choudhary (7C) 

Kingpin Arcade and Bowling Centre –

Tushan Chalil (7C) 
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Teaching and Learning
Year 8 and 9 Science

Teacher of year 8 and 9 science showed 
students just what they are made of, literally. 
Year 8 students investigated the organs in their 
body and the cells that join together to make 
them. Students learned to identify their organs 
and where they are in the body and learned 
that the cells in their body have their own little 
working parts. Year 9 students investigated the 
neurons in their body and how electrical signals 
travel through them. They also got to dissect a 
bull’s eye and see all the amazing different parts 
of the inner workings of the eye. 

Christopher Andersen – Science Teacher



‘Lyndale Speaks’ Podcast & News 

Empowering Student Voice 

We are very proud to introduce to you the 'Lyndale Speaks' Podcast (Empowering Student Voice) which was 
developed by Danya Daoud, one of our Year 10 students when she was in year 9. 'Lyndale Speaks' Podcast is a 
media platform that allows students to positively interact with their peers, teaching staff and members from the 
community to discuss different issues relevant to them.

Students participating in this media program will receive many educational benefits such as strengthening skills in 
research, writing, presenting and collaboration amongst others in the studio and outside of the studio. 

As a diverse college community, ‘Lyndale Speaks’ Podcast allows students to speak their native languages as part of 
the program with the purpose to develop their own identity and a sense of belonging while reaching out to their 
parents with vital college information. 

Here’s a YouTube video of one of our Year 8 student interviewing Gabrielle Williams MP just last week on Friday: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W0ScYZkHkwE

And you can also listen to the audio of ‘Lyndale Speak’ Podcast on Soundcloud: https://soundcloud.com/lyndale-
secondary-college/lyndale-speak-podcast-gabrielle-williams-mp-dena-2

Mukasa Monga - Indigenous & Multicultural recognitions and celebrations
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Senior Students speaking about speaking about school issues Dena Daoud having a chat with The Honourable Gabrielle Williams –
Member for Dandenong 

Dena Daoud (Year 10) and Mosab Adam (Year 7) 
interviewing Selba Luka, CEO & Founder of Afri-Auscare

Yatinjot Kaur Sivia interviewing Mrs Shariat – Assistant Principal 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DW0ScYZkHkwE&data=04%7C01%7CMonga.Mukasa%40education.vic.gov.au%7C931caa86317c4409068a08d91e5a2ac0%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637574194877224415%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=FLeVVQd7dRstMZlwaQ1EPdWKak7appG3mr6heqJARUE%3D&reserved=0
https://soundcloud.com/lyndale-secondary-college/lyndale-speak-podcast-gabrielle-williams-mp-dena-2


Celebrating Refugee Week 2021 – ‘Lyndale Speaks’ News

New staff member: Multicultural Aide

Shazia Ali will be working as a Multicultural Aide, specifically supporting students of Afghan Background and 
their families. Shazia have been working in teaching profession for more than twelve years both overseas and in 
Australia. Shazia hold a Master of Science, Bachelor of Education, Postgraduate Diploma of Education and 
Diploma of Interpreting. As a decidated person with the love of teaching, Shazia is looking to start her new 
journey at Lyndale Secondary College while alongside with staff, students and their families this year.  

Congratulations to Duoth Makuac
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Lyndale Speaks’ crew members working hard 
behind the scenes 

Dena Daoud (Year 8) interviewing Sobia who is a 
former refugee at ‘Lyndale Speaks’ studio 

Congratulations to one of our College Captains Douth Makuac for being selected 
to participate in the City of Greater Dandenong Young Leaders Program, where 
only 15 young people were selected. The Young Leaders Program is for young 
people aged 16-25 years who live, work or study in the City of Greater 
Dandenong. The program provides a unique opportunity for participants to work 
with likeminded individuals, develop leadership skills, and make a positive impact 
by planning and delivering community projects. The 2021 young Leaders Program 
will allow participants to:  

• Be a voice for your peers and advocate on local youth issues
• Develop leadership, communication and teamwork skills
• Increase your understanding of Local Government and interact with 

Councillors
• Gain hands-on project management experience and contribute to the 

development of your community



From the Voice of Lyndale
How to be political when you can’t VOTE

As a high-school student, I don’t personally feel that I have any power to create substantial change in regard to
the urgent issues of our time. I feel useless, and I’m sure many of you do too, because as teenagers there isn’t 
much we can do to solve the problems of climate change and racial injustice or participate directly in our 
democracy to influence progress.

We can’t vote in elections. We can’t exactly join a political party. And most of us don’t earn a large enough 
income to be able to donate to charities or political causes.

So how can we, become more politically engaged and active when we’re only in high school? Most of you 
probably don’t aspire to become big powerful politicians or charismatic leaders, but just want to be a positive 
helpful influence in your community. Or maybe you do want to get really political, and you want to start 
voicing your opinions and getting involved right now so you can lean on your experiences in the future.

Whatever your intention, the world is waiting – and it’s about time we stepped up, don’t you think?

So here you go, after some intense googling and interviews with really cool people, this is my ultimate guide to 
becoming politically active when you’re only in high school. Let’s go.

1. Get onto SOCIAL MEDIA

We’re seriously lucky that we live during a time where the internet is a thing; to be able to connect to people 
anywhere at any time is something that we’ve taken for granted, but now more than ever, it’s something that 
we all need to be taking advantage of. Using social media to stay politically engaged, does not take any extra 
special effort and is really not too difficult when we have the opportunity to do so right at our fingertips –
literally.

Whether it’s posting about an issue that you’re passionate about on your Instagram story, following politicians 
or political organisations on Twitter or finding and sharing petitions to sign online – there’s a LOT you can do 
to be politically active through social media.

To find out more about what we teenagers can do, I decided to talk to a friend, about how she uses the internet 
to stay politically engaged.

Danya’s advice on using social media If you do decide to post news stories, articles, videos or other resources 
about political issues on your social media, make sure that you are posting accurate fact-checked information 
that is appropriate to your audience.

Danya also recommends avoiding the use of vulgar or threatening language to ensure that viewers don’t feel 
uncomfortable or pressured to engage with your post.

Danya on audience engagement Like Danya said, PLEASE DO NOT TREAT REAL ISSUES AS TRENDS!

Don’t be performative or superficial; you don’t need to post about anything if you aren’t comfortable or 
confident about what it means to you. If you do come across something that you truly care about, don’t be 
afraid to share it with people online or engage with other people’s posts on the issue. This way, you get to 
interact with different perspectives and ideas as well as lead conversations online in a way that you just 
wouldn’t be able to in real life.
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2. Volunteer for the CITY OF GREATER DANDENONG

Now, let’s move onto something more physical. If you’re looking to directly help out in your local 
community, I’m happy to inform you that there are a wide variety of volunteering opportunities 
available to you right here in our City of Greater Dandenong. Obviously, in light of the pandemic, 
many of these positions aren’t open to new volunteers. But don’t worry, you can take this time to 
figure out what exactly you want to volunteer for and organise your schedule/routine to 
accommodate the commitment.

These are some of the volunteering opportunities that are suitable for teenagers – 16 years old or 
older – in the City of Greater Dandenong.

If you enjoy working with children:

Volunteer at the Jan Wilson Community Centre as a playgroup assistant – this includes assisting staff 
to set up planned activities and games as well as helping to tidy up at the end of the day.

Volunteer as a reading buddy for primary school children – this includes assisting primary school-
aged children in the Dandenong area by providing English language and literacy support.

Luckily for us, being under the age of 18 means that we don’t need to acquire a Working with 
Children Check, however, you are still required to have certain interpersonal and social skills to 
qualify as a volunteer.

If you are interested in culture and arts:

Volunteer as a Drum Theatre Encore Host – this includes welcoming patrons to the theatre, directing 
them to facilities such as the café, toilets, seating, assisting with the serving of refreshments and 
being social with the patrons when appropriate.

Volunteer to help organise youth music events with the Freeza Muso Network Committee – this 
includes planning, staging and participating in a range of artistic, cultural and recreational activities.

Other:

Volunteer as a council ambassador – this includes conducting simple surveys, handing out flyers and 
other council information material at local festivals and events.

I would recommend browsing the council’s webpage on volunteering opportunities to find out more 
about application processes and other qualification requirements.

https://greaterdandenong.com/document/8819/volunteering

Even though being a local volunteer isn’t an overtly political thing to do, it is still an immensely 
valuable opportunity that will help you to engage with your community and network with council 
members, organisers and other volunteers. Knowing HOW to be a positive influence in your 
community through volunteer work will definitely help you to become an active citizen in the future.

To read more, visit https://lyndalescblog.com/2020/11/23/how-to-be-politically-active/
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Ciya Joseph – 10C

*Ciya is a member of the Writer’s Club at Lyndale Secondary College. At Writer’s Club, students and 
staff work together to create a school blog titled “The Voice of Lyndale”. The blog will feature a 
series of opinion pieces written by students throughout the year. 

https://greaterdandenong.com/document/8819/volunteering
https://lyndalescblog.com/2020/11/23/how-to-be-politically-active/


Term 2 Sports Review
Term two was a difficult term to arrange for students to head out to compete with the snap lock 
down and restrictions inhibiting students from coming to school for 2 weeks, then in turn effecting 
density requirements within sporting facilities – We had 9 events postponed which will make for an 
incredibly busy term 3!

The positives that came out of this term was a very successful Athletics carnival after missing out all 
together last year! We had an overwhelming amount of participation in all events across the day and 
the perfect weather conditions! Gladstone house were our overall winners with Oakwood second, 
Halton third and Munro coming in fourth place. 

The college only had the opportunity to send out 9 sports teams this term, those being senior girl’s 
netball (A&B), senior boys’ soccer and badminton. As well as year 8 boys and girls badminton, girls 
netball (A&B) and boys soccer. From these teams our year 8 boys badminton, Senior netball B team 
and year 8 girls netball B team all progressed through to the regional level and will compete again 
next term – Which is a fantastic effort.

Lastly but certainly not least our college cross country team went off to compete against the division 
this term. Those students to who placed in the top 15 of our college cross country had the 
opportunity to move on to this stage. On the day we took just over 90 students with 57 of those 
students finishing in the top 15 for their age groups – Making it through to the regional competition. 
Lyndale came home with the overall win!

Thanks to all the teachers who trained and took out teams throughout the term, without these 
volunteers the students would not be able to enjoy our sporting programs.

Tayla Shannon – Sports Coordinator

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL

24

Staff Member Sport
Ryan Rooney Cross Country
Theo Petkaris Soccer
Corey Martin Badminton

Monique Lenehan- Moustafa Netball
Megan Maxwell Soccer & Cross country
Dianna Kennedy Cross Country

Dylan Mersin Cross Country
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Sports and Cross Country



Click here for more information 26



Click here for more information
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Thank you for contributing to the newsletter
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Kalli Ioannou-Booth Yatinjot Kaur Sivia (10E) Tushan Chalil (7C)

Angela Boundy Merrin Girolami Christopher Anderson 

Pam Robinson Bunseam Kheang (9C) Mukasa Monga

Bonnie Ly Victoria Ly (10D) Ciya Joseph (10C)

Violeta Milanovic Natasha Papachristos (8B) Tayla Shannon 

Destinee Havilitama (9D) Varooniha Rajeshkumar (7C) All staff and students in photos

Julie Snowden Mustafa Abdulraoof (9C)

Alanna McCormack Ruwan Choudhary (7C)

The first 10 students to submit an article or photo for 
the newsletter gets a gift! 
Submit your article using the link below:
https://forms.office.com/r/Dd6BJmvc1y

https://forms.office.com/r/Dd6BJmvc1y
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