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Welcome back to the new school year!

We would like to welcome back students and parents 
to the new school year. The following is information 
regarding some of the basic operating procedures of 
Lyndale Secondary College to help as a guide.

Attention all parents 

For the safety of everyone in the college community, 
we would like to remind road users to be aware of 
parking and speed restrictions that apply around Lyndale 
Secondary College during drop off and pick up times. As 
a matter of respect for property owners in Gladstone 
Road and Halton Road, please do not park across or enter 
their driveways. Parents are also asked not to drive into 
any school carpark or driveway to drop their children off. 
It is very dangerous when parents do three-point turns, 
double park, and drive against traffic whilst students are 
walking through the carpark and staff are trying to drive 
in at the same time.

Student accident & injury insurance information - 
what to know 

The Department of Education and Training (DET) does 
not provide accident insurance for students. Parents 
and guardians are responsible for insuring their students 
for accident and injury cover and for paying the cost of 
medical treatment and/or transport for injured students. 
Student accident insurance policies are available from 
private health insurance companies . These policies cover 
a range of medical expenses not covered by Medicare. 
Lyndale Secondary College does not promote or endorse 
any particular policy.

Compass course confirmation and payments 

Thank you to all the Years 8 – 12 families who have 
completed Course Confirmation/Payment on Compass. 
For families who have not started this please log on and 
complete your enrolment as soon as possible as this 
information is required urgently by the school. 

TO NAVIGATE TO COURSE CONFIRMATION/PAYMENT:

•	 Go to the “nine dots” button on the menu 
bar/”Course Confirmation & Payments” tab. 

•	 Click on 2019 Essential Student Learning Items (for 
each of your students). 

Complete this template (agreements and questions) up 
to the payments page. If you would like to arrange a 
payment plan other than that which is available please 
contact the college on 97952366 and speak to Karen 
(Accounts Receivable). When you log off in this template, 
Compass will retain the information you have entered up 
to that point. The General Office will be able to access 
the information you have given. If you are unsure if you 

have completed this template for your student(s) follow 
the steps above. If you have not completed the required 
information the STATUS will show NOT STARTED. Any 
payments you have made on Compass will show under 
your account (click on your name on the blue menu bar), 
under “Payments” tab. If you do not know your Compass 
log on please call the College for support.

Accessing the school 

Due to construction, parents are no longer able to access 
the Sub School offices. As per DET legislation, any visitor 
to the school must sign in to the General Office and 
obtain a visitors pass before entering the grounds.  If, for 
exceptional circumstances, parents need to leave items 
for their child, they can drop them off at the General 
Office. Office staff are unable to interrupt lessons to 
deliver items, so students will need to visit the General 
Office at recess or lunch to collect them. The General 
Office handles family finance, enrolments, signing in as a 
visitor, and the purchasing some school items. All other 
matters can be resolved by contacting the relevant Sub 
School Office by phone or email, or by directing your 
child to visit their Sub School Office.

Uniform 

The College community regards the uniform as an 
important aspect of the school’s image and general 
philosophy. The uniform dress code reinforces in 
students a pride in their own appearance, instils 
recognition of themselves as an integral part of the 
school community, and assists in developing pride in 
representing their school. During term 1, uniform checks 
are being conducted during year level assemblies, and 
will continue on a regular basis throughout the school 
year. For the detailed Uniform Policy information see 
access on the College’s website and student diary. Please 
be aware that upon enrolment, both the parent and 
student accept the terms and conditions of our uniform 
policy. We appreciate your continued support and look 
forward to working with you as the college undergoes a 
new and exciting phase of its development.

Absence procedures 

Compass is used to record all student attendance 
including absence and lateness to both the College and 
individual classes. When a student is late or absent, the 
parent/ carer is expected to communicate this to the 
College via Compass, a written note or leaving a message 
on the college’s absence line. Students undertaking a VCE 
subject will be expected to provide a medical certificate 
if they are absent on the day of an assessment. (For 
further detail please refer to the Parent/Student Guide 
for Senior School Students).  If a student is absent, even 
for a part of the day, we require a note signed by the 

http://lyndale.vic.edu.au/beyond-the-classroom/uniform/
http://lyndale.vic.edu.au/beyond-the-classroom/uniform/
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parent to be handed to the Sub School Office on the first 
day the student returns to the College or the parent must 
notify the Sub School via phone or Compass. Consistent 
absence may jeopardise your chance of successfully 
completing the year

Early leavers 

Request for permission to leave early should be either 
a phone call or an email to their Sub School. Sub School 
Office must be notified at the beginning of the day. 
Students then just need TO report to their relevant Sub 
School Office to inform them that they are leaving the 

school grounds. 

Extended leave of absence  (due to an illness) 

If a student is to have an extended leave of absence 
written notification must be given at least 2 weeks prior 
to the absence so that a Learning Plan can be provided.

Extended leave of absence  (due to a holiday) 

Prior to making any arrangements written permission 
must be sought from the college’s principal.

Pam Robinson - Deputy Principal 

Secondary School Nurse
It’s great to back as the Secondary School Nurse for 
Lyndale Secondary College in 2019! As a Secondary 
School Nurse I work with the Student Wellbeing Team 
to provide our students with the skills, support and 
information they need to keep themselves happy and 
healthy. My role includes: 

•	 planning health promotion activities, 

•	 running health education sessions in classes, and 

•	 working one on one with students who have health 
and wellbeing issues and providing them with 
information, guidance and support. 

I am available every Tuesday and Thursday and can be 
contacted through Reception.

Safer internet day

Tuesday, 5th of February 2019 was Safer Internet Day!

Safer Internet Day raises awareness about the positive 
role of digital technology and explores ways we can all 
contribute to creating a better, safer internet. 

Coordinated by the Office of the eSafety Commissioner 
in Australia and celebrated in over 130 countries, this 
year’s Safer Internet Day theme is ‘Together for a better 
internet’. 

Parents are encouraged to get involved and support our 
young people in developing the critical skills needed to 
successfully navigate the online world. 

These four skills take time to develop but they can help 
us in all areas of life - online and off.

Help spread the word about creating a safer, more 
positive internet:

•	 Start a conversation with your child about which of 
the 4Rs of online safety is most important to them 
and how they can help build a better internet for 
everyone. 

•	 The eSafety iParent site is packed with resources to 
help you address online safety with your children. 

•	 Download The Lost Summer video game for a fun 
way to learn and practice the 4Rs. 

•	 Or take the Screen Smart Parent Tour to help your 
child manage online issues should they arise.

Alanna McCormack :  Secondary School Nurse - Student 
Wellbeing and Engagement Team
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The Secondary School Vaccine Program offers free 
vaccines to Year 7 and 10 students. These vaccines 
provide protection against: 

•	 Diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis (whooping cough) 
– one dose for year 7 students on the 29th of April 
2019

•	 Human Papillomavirus (HPV) – two doses for year 7 
students on the 22nd of November 2019

•	 Meningococcal A,C,W,Y – one dose for year 10 
students on the 30th of July 2019 

Parents/guardians of year 7 and 10 students should 
make sure the vaccine consent card booklet you received 
from the school is returned to your school as soon as 
possible: You need to read the information, complete and 
return the card regardless of whether your child is being 
vaccinated at school.

The City of Greater Dandenong (COGD) immunisation 
service may contact you about the Secondary School 

Vaccine Program. Schools are authorised to provide 
basic parent/guardian contact details to local councils for 
this purpose. Contact the school by 28 February 2019 if 
you do not want your contact details given to the COGD 
immunisation service. 

To learn more about the Secondary School Vaccine 
Program, the vaccines, the diseases they protect against, 
or how you can prepare your child for vaccination, go to 
betterhealth.vic.gov.au

Additionally, the Commonwealth government is 
funding vaccinations for all children under 20 years of 
age who missed any scheduled vaccines, including a 
catch up program for Meningococcal ACWY vaccine 
for adolescents aged 15-19 years of age who have not 
already received the vaccine in school. If students have 
missed vaccines, either in childhood or adolescence, and 
require catch-up vaccines, you should speak with your 
immunisation provider either your local council or GP

Ana Finlay - Director of Student Engagement & 
Wellbeing 

Lyndale Secondary College Vaccinations in 2019

On Monday 11 February, the STEM teachers and captains 
hosted activities to celebrate the International Day of 
Women and Girls in Science. There was an ice-cream 
freezing activity to celebrate Nancy Johnson who 
invented the first ice-cream freezing machine and making 
DNA out of lollies to celebrate Rosalind Franklin who 
discovered the molecular structure of DNA using X-ray 
diffraction.

The DNA activity was very popular amongst the students. 
There were tables set up with marshmallows, gummy 
bears, twizzlers and toothpicks for the students to make 
their DNA structure. The students were very keen to 
learn more about the structure of DNA and the different 
components that make up DNA as they were making one 
of their own out of lollies.

The ice-cream activity also attracted a lot of students. 
The students were shown a quick, easy, interesting and 
affordable way to make ice cream just using milk, vanilla 

essence and sugar in one small zip lock bag with some ice 
and salt in a larger bag. By placing the small bag inside 
the larger bag and slowly mixing the ice and salt together, 
the ice cream mixture started to freeze. This reaction 
occurs due to the dissolving of salt causing the melting 
point of the ice to become lower, therefore the freezing 
of the ice cream mixture occurs at a much faster rate.

This event was held at lunchtime and we had a huge 
crowd participating in these experiments. It was 
wonderful to see so many students, especially girls, eager 
to participate in the activities and learn more about the 
structure of DNA and the production of Ice-cream. We 
hope to hold more lunch time activities and get more 
students involved in fun STEM activities.

By Ann Jo and Dulara Dharmawansa - Senior STEM 
Captains

International Day of Women and Girls in Science
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Monday 18th February saw a sunny 20 degree day and 
over 600 students attend the Lyndale SC Swimming 
Carnival.

A great day enjoyed by all students attending, whether 
they were participating in the swimming races, enjoying 
a free swim in the multipurpose pools or playing music to 
entertain the crowd.

For those students that went above and beyond wearing 
some outstanding costumes, awesome effort for getting 
into the spirit of the day.

Best Dressed went to: Sarah Souleiman, Mineth Foneska, 
Marina Iline, Upani Mapala Gamage & Patience Johnson.

Well done to all students who gained points towards the 
overall House Points. Congratulations to Gladstone House 
for taking out the 2019 Carnival. So close Oakwood!!

House Swimming Results

1.	 Gladstone – 249

2.	 Oakwood – 241

3.	 Munro – 144

4.	 Halton – 130

Congratulations to the following students who earned 
the most points in their age groups!

Good luck to all students attending Division Swimming 
Carnival on Thursday 7th March

2019 Lyndale Secondary College Swimming Age Group 
champions

12-13 years Male – Lucas Gubatanga

12-13 year Female – Dherani Jasin Pathiranage

14 years Male – Atakan Yan

14 years Female – Suvaitha Wiknesh

15 years Male – Isaac Whitmore

15 years Female – Emily Hunter

16 years Male – Simon Glass

16 years Female – N/A

17 years Male – Hamid Ali Zadah

17 years Female – Tyra Isbister

18-20 years Male – Jake Ramalinga

18-20 years Female – Chloe Mezentseff

Diana Kennedy - Sport Coordinator

Lyndale SC Swimming Carnival 2019
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Swimming Carnival continued
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On Tuesday the 5th of 
February, the International 
students celebrated the 
start of Lunar New Year. 
The students in the English 
Language Centre made 
delicious dumplings for 
everyone as it is a popular 
tradition during this time. 
The students also received a 
red envelope which denotes 

prosperity and good fortune for the year ahead.

Lunar New Year is also known as the “Spring Festival” and 
is celebrated in many countries including China, South 
Korea, Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Singapore, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Taiwan and the Philippines. Celebrations and 
festivities begin the evening before the New Year up 
until the Lantern Festival, which is held on the 15th day 
of the year. On this day everyone carries beautiful paper 
lanterns and walks along the streets. This is meant to 
light the way for the New Year and is called Lantern Day.

In many western countries such as Australia, Lunar New 
Year is celebrated in the city’s ‘Chinatown’ districts where 
Dragon dances and street festivals are very popular. 
Dancers dress up as lions and dragons and perform for 
onlookers. 

This year marks the Year of the Pig, which is the 12th of 
all zodiac animals.

According to a myth, the Jade Emperor 
said the order would be decided by 
when each animal arrived to his party. 
The Pig was late because he overslept, 
putting him at No. 12. Personality 
traits of the pig include a gentle and 
accommodating personality. They have a 
calm appearance, a strong heart and are 
natural nurturers.  

We would like to wish everyone a very 
happy Lunar New Year.

Maria Okoumousis - English Language 
Centre Coordinator

Luna New  Year - International Students 
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It has been a busy start to the year in the Lyndale Library. 
We have settled into our temporary accommodation 
in the old gym at the end of the ‘A’ wing and building 
has commenced on our new Library which is due to be 
completed during the middle of 2019. All of the Year 
7 classes are currently completing a ‘Scavenger Hunt’ 
orientation tour to familiarise themselves with the 
facilities in the Library and our Collections. Each new 
student will be issued with their Student ID card towards 
the end of term 1 and this will be used for borrowing. 

Our 2019 Literacy College Captains Caitlin Adams 12C and 
Ann Jo 12F and the Literacy Club are meeting regularly 
every Wednesday lunchtime in the Library and the 
Inklings Writing Club is meeting every Thursday in the 
Library at lunchtime. At last count there are 20 students 
involved in the Club ranging from Years 7-12 but this is 
growing by the day! The first whole school event that was 
held this year was our annual Valentine’s Day Love letter 
writing Day and our first writing competition is currently 
underway to write a Poem about Love to tie into the 
Romance Genre which is celebrated every February in 
the Library. Winners of the Poetry competition will be 
announced on the 14 March and the winning poem will 
be published in next month’s Newsletter.

The Library was inundated on the 13 February with 

students writing love letters to their special person. This 
activity is growing every year and this is our third year of 
celebration. In total there were 264 letters written and 
delivered to their special person. An amazing effort by all 
those concerned! 

The next whole school event to be celebrated in the 
Library is to celebrate Harmony Day on the 21 March. 
Harmony Day is a day of cultural respect for everyone 
who calls Australia home- from the traditional owners 
of this land to those who have come here from many 
countries around the world. The Literacy Club is planning 
a very special celebration, which will be announced and 
promoted around the College closer to the Day. So stay 
tuned! There are many resources in our Library available 
for borrowing in preparation for the big day which focus 
on the genres of Immigration, Emigration, Refugees, 
Cultural relations, Cultural Conflict, Counter Culture, 
Friendship, Human Relations and Indigenous Cultures to 
name a few. Please drop into the Library during your free 
time and check these resources out.

Happy Reading everyone,

Mrs Angela Boundy -  Arts Domain Leader/Teacher 
Librarian

Library News - Valentine’s Day Love Letters





Home stay accommodation families are needed for the 
Lyndale  International Students Program.

 
•	 Are you interested in welcoming an 

international student into your home and 
family? 

•	 Is your family looking for a culturally 
enriching experience?

•	 Do you have a spare room in your home? 
Would you like to have an international 
student be part of your family?

•	 Lyndale Secondary College has 
international students in Years 7-12.

•	 Most of our students stay for about 18 
months - 3 years to complete their VCE 
and require a homestay.

•	 Students pay $260 a week for full board 
(individual bedroom and 3 meals a day).

NOTE: This payment does not have to be declared to the tax office as 
the tax office considers this money to be reimbursement, not income.

Some of our families already offer home stay, but we need more. Our host families are all different. Perhaps 
you (or a friend or a relative in a nearby suburb) would be willing to try this experience.

If you are interested in offering home stay or know someone who may be 
interested, please contact Mr Hua as soon as possible on 9795 2366, mobile 
0407 303 399 or Email hua.chuc.n@edumail.vic.gov.au

Are you interested in 
welcoming an International 
Student in your home?

mailto:hua.chuc.n%40edumail.vic.gov.au?subject=Host%20Families%20Equiry
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The Tutoring and Homework Support Program at Lyndale Secondary College is designed to provide 
assistance to students in Years 7-12 in specific subject areas relevant to their learning needs and also 
to promote a broader positive and active attitude towards learning. Please note that the main aim is to 
promote active thinking and research skills NOT to specifically answer student's homework and/or test 
and exam preparation questions. 

The program operates every Monday and Wednesday in the Library from 3.10pm-4pm. There are NO early 
dismissals from the program unless otherwise determined by parents. 

The program is staffed by four proficient teachers who rotate through the program on a fortnightly basis. They 
generally have an English and/or Mathematics expertise.

Parents and students who wish to attend MUST have the Parent/ Consent Form (page 56 of the Student Diary) signed 
by their parent and returned prior to or on their first day of attendance. 

Staff are encouraged to communicate with parent/caregiver(s) via student school diaries or phone if they recommend 
that a student be referred to the tutoring program as this will promote parent interest and involvement in their child’s 
study and the College community, as well as increased likelihood of student attendance in the program.

For any additional information about the program please contact Merrin Girolami in the Student Welbeing office.

 Merrin Girolami - Student Wellbeing 

Tutoring and Homework Support Program


